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of any surplus of such revenues, transfer to the appropriate
funcs of the county such sums as in its judgment may be avail-
gble for piymert of principal and interest of county bonds
1ssued pursuant 2o the provisions of “his article.

4140, In any year a tax may be levied for the maintenance
of the harbor or harbhors in the county at a rate calculated to
raise a sun of money equal to the amount of the excess, if any,
of the amount of the estimated cost of such maintenance over
the estima-ed amount of revenues (derived from such fran-
chises, permits, leases, and charges) that are or will become
available to defray such cost. The rate of such a *ax shall not
in any year exceed fifteen cents ($0.25) per one hundred dollars
($100) of 1he assessed valuation of all taxable property witain
the county. unless a proposal for a specified higher rate for a
particular year is submitted to the qualified electors of the
county at a general or special election and is approved by a
majority of the electors voting thereon.

CHAPTER 1501

An act to create a district to be called *“The Santa Barbara
County Water Agency’’ for the purpose of conirolling and
conserving storm, flood and other surface waters for any
beneficial use cmd for the protection of lafe and property in
said district, for the purpose of cooperating and contracting
with municipalities and certain districts for the storage and
diversion, the transportation and delivery, and the sale or
other disposition of such water; to provide for the powers
of swuch district necessary to carry out its purposes includ-
ing the right to contract, the right to acquire property and
to acquire or construct or have constructed dams, conduits,
and other works for the control, conservation, dwersion, and
transportation of such water, certain rights to appropriate
water, to acquire water rights, and to sell water and to col-
lect charges for water used; to provide for the organization,
government and management of said district and establish-
wng the boundaries thereof ; to provide for the appointment,
powers, duties, liabilities and compensation of the officers
and employees of said district; to provide certain officers
and employees of the County of Santa Barbara shall be
ex officio officers and employees of sard dustrict; to authorize
the tncurring of indcbtedness, the voting, and/or issuing
and selling of bonds, the voting and/or levying and collec-
tion of special assessments, the levying and collection of
tazes; to provide certain limitation on creation of indebted-
ness, levying of taxes and special assessments and issuance
of bonds; to provide that the existence, property and powers
of municipalities or public districts located within or par-
teally within sard district shall not be affected by this act;
and to empower municipalities, county water districts, water
conservdtten aistrie?s M Aood control @istricts, and any other
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political subdivisions of the State empowered by law fto
appropriate water and to deliver it fo users, to enter into
contracts with the agency and to carry out the terms of such
contracts, and providing for the dissolution of such agency.

[Approved by Governor July 18, 1945, Tiled with Secretary of Stite
July 18, 1945 ]

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
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In effect
Beptember
15, 1945

SectioN 1, A distriet is hereby created to be known and Distrlet
designated as ‘‘The Santa Barbara County Water Agency,”” "

and the boundaries and territory of said district are as fol ows:
all of the ferritory within the County of Santa Barbara.

Sec. 2. As used in thig act, the following words shall have Definltions

the following respective meanings unless by the context other-
wise indicated :

(a) “‘The agency’’ shall mean the Santa Barbara Ccunty
Water Agency ;

(b) ‘‘The county’’ shall mean the County of Santa Barbara
of the State of California;

(¢) ‘“‘“United States’’ shall include the United States of
America and all bureaus, commissions, divisions, departm.ents,
boards, agencies and officers of the United States of America;

(d) ‘‘State of California’’ shall include the State of Cali-
fornia and all bureaus, commissions, divisions, departnents,
boards, agencies and officers of the State of California;

(e) ““Work’ or ““works’’ shall include dams and dam sites, °

all reservoirs and reservoir sites, and all conduits and »ther
facilities useful in the eontrol, conservation, diversion and trans-
mission of surface waters, and all land, property, francaises,
easements, rights of way and privileges necessary or useiunl to
operate or maintain any of the foregoing ;

(f) “‘District’’ means any of the following lying within or
partially within the agency; county water districts, water con-
servation districts, municipalities, flood control districts, and
any other distriets or political subdivisions of the State ex pow-
ered by law to appropriate water and to deliver water to vsers;

(g) ‘““Member unit’’ shall mean any district which enters
into a contract with the agency for the repayment of any of the
construction costs of any works constructed by or on behulf of
the agency, or for the underwriting of any such construction
costs;

(h) ‘“‘Elector’’ or ‘‘qualified elector’’ or ‘‘voter’’ or *‘(uali-
fied voter’’ shall mean any elector of the county qualified under
the laws of the State to vote in the county at general elections;

(i) ““May’’ is permissive and ‘‘shall’’ is mandatory.

Sec. 3. The Santa Barbara County Water Agency is hereby Povers

declared to be and is a body politic and corporate, and as such
shall have, among others, the powers enumerated in this act and
such other powers as the law may provide. The powers cf the

agency shall, except as otherwise provided, be exercised by the
board of directors thereofi
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Sce. 31, The agency shall have perpetual succession.

Src, 3.2, The agency shall have the power to adopt a seal
ena o alter it at its pleasure.

SrsC. 37 The agency shall have the power to sue anc be
sted, except as otherwise provided herecin or by law, in all actions
and prozeedings in all courts, commissions, boards and triobu-
nals of competent jurisdiction.

Src. 3.4, The agency shall have the power of eminent
comain to acquire within or outside the agency by eondemna-
tion in the mennrer and to the extent prescribed in Article 1,
Section 14 of the Constituticn and Title 7, Part 3 of the Code
of Clivil Procedure, as now existing or hereafter amended, all
property or interests therein necessary or convenient for carry-
ing out the powers and purposes of the ageney exeept that the
ageney shall not have power to acquire by condemnation pub-
licly ownec¢ property helc. or used for the development, storage
or distribu:ion of water for public use; and it is hereby declared
that the us= of the property which may be condemned, taken or
appropriated under the provisions of this act, is a public use,
subject to regulation and coutrol of the State in the manner
preseribed by lew. The district inn exercising such power shall
in addition to the damage for the taking, injury, or destruction
of pronerty, also pay the eost of removal or relocation of any
structure, railways, mains, pipes, conduits, wires, cable, poles,
¢f any puhlic vtihity which is required to be moved to a rew
location, and provided further that notwithstanding any other
provision of this act or any other law, no property shall be
taken unless it is taken upon a finding by a court of competent
jurisdiction that the taking is for a more necessary public use
than that to which it has already been appropriated.

The power of eminent domain vested in tae agency shall
include the power to concemn in the name of the agency either
the fee simple or any lesser estate or interest in any
property which the board of directors by resolution shall deter-
mine is necessary for earrving out the purposes of the agency.
Such resolntion shall be prima facie evidence taat the taking
of stch private property, to the extent stated in said resolution,
is necessary for carrying out the purposes of the agency.

SEc, 3.5, The agency shall have the power to take absolutely
or on condition, by graut, purchase, gift, devise, or lease, with
or without the privilege of purchasing, or otherwise, real and
personal property of any kind, or any interest in real or per-
sonal property, within or without the agency, necessary to the
full exercise of its powers, and to hold, use, en’oy, and to lease
or dispose of the same subject to the limitations set forth in Sec-
tion 8.2.

Sec. 3.5. The agency shall have the power to make con-
tiracts, employ labor and to do all acts necessary for the full
exercise of its purposes and powers. The board of directors of
the agency may cause construction or other work to be performed
or earried out by contracts or by the agency uunder its own
superintenderntsoas hiereirafterprovided:
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Sec. 4. The agency shall have the power as limited in this General
act to do any and every lawful act necessary to be done, that """
sufficient water may be available for any present or future bene-
fictal use or uses of the lands or inhabitants within the agency,
including, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, irri-
gation, domestie, fire protection, municipal, commerecial, indus-
trial, and all other beneficial uses

SeC. 4.1. Anything in this act to the contrary notwithstand- Hydroclee-
ing, the agency shall have the power to develop hydroelectric or ¢ P
other power only to the extent that hydroelectric power cain be
developed incidentally to the construction and operatlon ol 1its
projects, and only for use solely by the agency in the operation
of its works.

Skc. 4.2. The ageney shall have the power: to control flood Fleed
and storm waters within the agency and the flood and storm “ters e
waters of streams outside of the agency, which flow into the
agency; to conserve such waters by storage in surface reser-
voirs, to divert and transport such waters for beneficial uses
within the agency; to release such waters from surface reser-
voirs to replenish and augment the supply of waters in natural
underground reservoirs; and otherwise to reduce the waste of
water and to protect life and property from floods within the
agency; provided, that the agency may not construet or acquire
any works or undertake any project for flood control purpuoses.
except in conjunction with and as part of the constructioa or
acquisition of works or the undertaking of projects for the sur-
poses enumerated in Section 4 of this act.

Stc. 43. The agency shall have the power within or outside Surface
the agenecy to construet purchase, lease or otherwise acqulre‘ o
works, and to purchase, 1ease, appropriate, or otherwise acguire
surface waters and water rights, nuseful or necessary to make
use of water for any purposes authorized by this act.

Ste. 4.4, Anything in this act to the contrary notwithstind- Water uights
ing, the azency shall have the power to appropriate water or
acquire water rights only on behalf of lands not then inecli.ded
within the limits of any public corporation empowerec to
appropriate water, and the agency shall promptly assign any
such appropriation or water right to any such public corpora-
tion formed to include such lands: provided that at any -ime
after July 1, 1946, the agency shall have the further power to
appropriate water or to acquire water rights to whatever extent
and for whatever purposes all member units having an interest
therein or affected thereby shall have agreed to in writing.

Sec.4.5. The agency shall have thie power to operate, repair, Works
improve, maintain, renew, replace and extend all works and
property of the agency.

Sec. 4.6. The ageney shall have the power to make surveys suas, ete
and investigations for works and projects and of the water
supply and resources of the agency, and to carry on and per-
form technical and other investigations of all kinds, make
measurements, collect data and malke analyses, studies -and
inspections pertainingoto: mwaten supply, water,rawvater rights,
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control of flood and use of water both within and without the
ageacy, a1d for these purposes the agency shall have the right
of aceess through its authorized representatives to all properties
within {the agency.

Sec. 4.7. Tke agency shall have the power to construct its
pipes, pipe lines, canals, flumes and tunnels and other conduits,
along, under or across any public road, streect, alley, avesnue,
highway or sidewalk, or across any stream of water, water-
course, réilway, canal ditch or flume which the route of said
pipes, pire lines, canals, flumes, tunnels or other conduits may
intersect or cross; provided, stiech works are constructed in such
manner as to afford security for life and property; and the
agency shall restore at ifs own expense any such crossings and
intersections to their former state as near as may be, or in a
maaner not to have impaired unnecessarily their usefulness.
Every company, municipality or distriet whose right of way
shall be intersected or crossed by said pipes, pipe lines, canals,
flames, ttnnels or other conduits shall unite with the agency
in forming said intersections and crossings and grant the rights
therefor.

Stc. 4.8. There is hereby granted to the agency the right of
way for tae location, construction and maintenance of any and
all of its ‘works in, over and across public lands of the State of
California, not otherwise disposed of or in use, not in any case
exceeding in length or width that which is necessary for the
construction of such works and adjunets or for the protection
thereof. Whenever any selection of a right of way for such
works or adjunets thereto is made by the agency, the board of
directors thereof must transmit to the State Lands Commission,
the Controller of the State and the recorder of the county in
which the selected lands are situated, a plat of the lands so
selected, giving the extent thereof and the uses for which the
same is claimed or desired, duly verified to be correct. If the
State Lands Commission shall approve the selections so made,
it shall endorse its approval upon the plat and issue to the
ageney a permit to use such right of way and lands.

Sec. 4.9. If by any judgment in condemnation or by agree-
ment the agency shall be required to relocate any street, road,
highway or railread, subject or devoted to publie use, the board
shall have power to acquire in the name of the agency by agree-
ment or condemnation, all rights of way and other property
necessary or proper for the compliance with said agreement or
judgment and thereafter, and without further authorization, to
make suc1 conveyance of such relocated street, road, highway
or railroad, as may be proper to comply with said agreement or
judgment.

Sec. 5. The agency shall have the power, but only as to
member units, to sell, lease or otherwise dispose of water or any
rights to the use of the works of the ageney for the conservation,
control or transportation of water, and shall have the power to
fix rates énd charges for such purposes.
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Sec. 5.1. The agency shall have the power to enter into con- Contracts
tracts with any member unit or with any distriet which tlereby jorume
becomes a member unit of the agency for any of the folbwing
purposes :

1. The lease, purchase, or other acquisition by the agency ot
any of the works of such member unit or district.

2. The construction of works by the agency for the conserva-
tion, regulation or transmission of water for the benefit of such
member unit.

3. The sale, lease or other disposition of water. water rights,
and water storage facilities or interests therein, by the agency
or by such member unit.

4, The operation of works and the delivery of water by the
agency or by such member unit; provided :

(a) The works shall be operated in conformity with the
vested rights and appropriations of each of its member units
having an interest therein.

(b) There shall be delivered to each member unit all water
to which such member unit is entitled under the contract entered
into by the agency and such meniber unit.

(¢) There shall not be delivered to any member unit more
water than the amount to which such member unit is erntitled
under the contraect entered into by the agency and such mem-
ber unit; provided that the release of water from any reservoir
in the amount required to satisfy any vested right shall nct con-
stitute a delivery of water; provided further that any quantity
of water assigned under Sectlon 5.6 or released under Section
5.7 by one member unit to another member unit shall be deliv-
ered to the latter.

Szc. 5.2, The agency shall have no power to sell, lecse, or Limtaon
otherwise dispose of water or of any right to the use of the works on sie of
of the agency for the conservation, control or transportation of
water, except to member units and except as all member units
having rights to such water or interest in such works shall grant
such power by written contract; the power so granted sl all be
limited to the extent and by the conditions set forth in the most
restrictive of such contracts.

SEc. 5.3. Anything in this act to the contrary notwithstand- nuney
ing, the ameney shall have the power, in its discretion, to sus- * "™
pend delivery of water conserved by the agency to any member
unit during the period which such member unit is delir quent
in its pavments or obligations due under any contract entered
into by it with the agency.

Src. 5.4. The liability of each member unit, as distingiished tabmty of
from the liability of its taxpayers for taxes levied by the agency Mo
for agency purposes, shall be limited to that portion of the total
cost of construction and the operation and maintenance cost of
works acquired or constructed by or on behalf of the agenecy
which such member unit agrees to bear.

The liability of each member unit shall be set forth fully in
a written contract which shall be legally approved by such mem-
ber unit in accordanee withcthelaws governing such member

§5—L-1600
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unit. No such contract shall be altered or modified without the
consent of the agency and the legal approval of such member
unit,

Eacli sveh eoniract may provide among othes things:

(1) Tae total eapiial oblization which the memker unit agrees
to bear.

(2) Tae minimum anrual payments which the member tvnit
shall make n amortization of its capital obligation.

(3) The quantty or pro rata portion of water which shall be
delivered fc or held in storage for the member unit.

(4) Tae basis of allocation of operation and maintenarce
costs to Ee borne by the member unit.

Such contracts shall be fair and equitable to each contract-
ing party, and no member unit shail receive any undue adven-
tage over a 1y other member unit having proper regard for all
factors and conditions involved.

Such coniracts shall be executed in accordance with the laws
governing such districts.

SEC. 5.5, (a) In the event of any reduction in the principal
of any debt of the ageney uncerwritten by one or more member
units, other than by payrient thereof, the amounts to be paid
the agency by each member unit in amortization of its remain-
ing portion of such debt shall be recuced proportionately so that
the relative obligations of each sueh uait shall be unchanged.

(b) Inthe event of anv reduction in the rate of interest being
paid on any part of a debt of the agency for whieh one or more
member units are responsible, the amounts to be paid the agency
by ezch such member unit shall be reduced proportionately so
that the relative obligation of each such unit remains unchauged
in respect to its obligation {o pay any remaining interest.

Sec. 5.5. Any member unit may reduce its obligations under
its contraet with the agency by assignment to another member
unit of any part of its right to receive water under its coutract;
provided tl at such assignment is legally approved, in accord-
ance with the laws governing such member unit, by each mem-
ber unit which is a party to such assignment ; provided further
that the total of all payments tc be made by such member units
to the agercy shall not be reduced by virtue of such assign-
ment ; and provided further that the assignor member unit may
be required by the agency to guarantee the payments assumed
by the assignee menber unit.

Sec. 5.7. (a) Any mcmber unit may elect that any water
to which it is entitled be held in storage in the agency’s reser-
voirs so Iong as there is unfilled capacity in the reservoirs from
which such water would otherwise be withdrawn for delivery
to it; provided that if two or more member units desire simul-
taneously to store water as aforesaid and there is not sufficient
capacity to accommodate such member units, the storage capac-
ity shall be apportioned between them in accordance with the
amount of capital cost of such reservoir they have respectively
underwritten.
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(b) Anv member unit may release for the use of any other
member unit any amount of water which may then be held tem-
porarily in storage for its account, and in such event the agency
shall deliver such water to such other member unit; but snch
delivery shall be deemed to be for the aceount of the member
unit releasing such water.

Sec. 5.8. (a) If any capital asset of the agency is sol¢c or
otherwise disposed of, the net proceeds therefrom shall be dis-
tributed to the member units, or applied against any liabilit:r of
such member units to the agency as by contract may be pro-
vided, in proporfion which the amount contributed by each such
member unit to the cost of such capital asset is to the total cost
of such capital asset.

(b) However, if any liability on the part of the agency
and/or its member units for the original cost or any subsequent
improvement or refinancing of such capital assef is not epm-
pletely extinguished at or before the time of the aforesaid sale
or other disposal thereof, the agency shall have the power to
apply as much of the proceeds of such sale toward the extin-
guishment of such liability as may be necessary. In extinguish-
ing such liability, the proceeds of such sale shall be applied ¢nly
as the interests and liabilities of the agency and its menber
units shall appear.

SEc. 6. The agency shall have the power to cooperate and
contract with the United States under the Federal Reclamanion
Act of June 17, 1902 and all acts amendatory thereof or sup-
plementary thereto or any other act of Congress heretofore or
hereafter enacted permitting cooperation or contract for the
purposes of construction of works, whether for irrigation, drain-
age, or flood control, or for the acquisition, purchase, extension,
operation or maintenance of such works, or for a water sugply
for any purposes, or for the assumption as principal or guar-
antor of indebtedness to the United States, or for carrying out
any of the purposes of the agency, and to carry out and perform
the terms of any contract so made; and for said purposes the
agency shall have in addition to the powers specifically set forth
1 this aet, all powers, rights and privileges possessed by irriga-
tion districts as set out in Chapter 2 of Part 6 of Division 11 of
the Water Code, not inconsistent with the provisions of this act

Sec. 6.1. (a) Each contract providing for repaymenti of
the cost of any works, which is entered into with the Un .ted
States pursuant to Section 6, shall be authorized at an election,
unless, by a resolution adopted by a four-fifths (£) vote of the
members of the board of directors, said board shall determine
that all liabilities of the agency thereby incurred can be repaid
and liquidated as to both principal and interest from rever ues
derived from taxes levied pursuant to Section 10.1 and f-om
pavments to be made to the agency by member units purst ant
to written contracts providing for the payment currently of
whatever amounts may be necessary to amortize the portion of
said cost underwritten by said member units. Upon the aclop-
tion of such resolutionyrtheoboarduot: direetorsishallmhave the
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power on behalf of the ageney, without the necessity of an zlec-
tion, to enter into such a repayment contract with the Urited
States, subject to all provisions of this act applicable to such
contracts except provisions requiring an election to authorize
such contraets.

(b) Except as otherwise in this act provided, proceedings
at the election shall be had insofar as applicable in the manner
provided in the case of the issuance of agency bonds, provided
that all qualified voters of the agency shall be entitled to vote
in such an eleetion.

Notice of the eleetion shall contain, in addition to the informa-
tion required in the case of bond elections, a statement of the
maximunr amount of money to be payable to the United States
for construction purposes and cost of water supply and acquisi-
tion of property, exclusive of penalties and interest. and a gen-
eral statement of the property, if any, to be conveyed by the
agency pursuant to the contract.

The ballots at the election shall contain a brief statement of
the general purpose of the contraet substantially as stated in
the notice of election and the extent of the oblizgation to be
assumed with the words ‘‘Contract—Yes’’ and ‘‘Contrect—
No’ or ‘‘Contract and honds—Yes”’ and ‘*Contraet and bonds
—No”’, whichever may he applicable. A favcrable majority of
two-thirds (3) of the votes cast at such election shall be neces-
sary to authorize the execution of tae contract and/or issuance
of the bonds.

SEC. 6.2. (1) All payments to the United States under any
cortract between the ageney and the United States, including
payments of interest and prinecipal on bonds deposited with or
transferred to the United States, shall be paid so far as possible
from revenue other thar that derived from agenecy taxes, unless
otherwise provided by tae eontract or this act, and the balanece,
if any, of sueh payments shall be paid from revenue derived
from annuaal taxes upon all taxable property within the agency
assessable for agency purposes under the laws of the State, and
the taxable property shall be and remain liable to be assessed
and levied upon for the payments.

(2) Prblic land of the United States within the agency shall
be subject to assessment and tax for all purposes of contracts
with the United States to the extent provided for by the Act
of Congress approved August 11, 1916 entitled ‘‘ An act to pro-
mote reclamation of arid lands,’’ or any other law which may
hereafter be enacted by Congress in the same relation, upon full
compliance therewith by the agency.

(3) All money collected in pursuance of the contract with
the United States shall be paid into the ecounty treasury fo the
credit of the ageney and held in a fund to be known as the
“‘Unitec States Contract Fund’’ to be used for paymeunts due
to the United States under the contract.

Sec. 6.3. The agency shall have the power to cooperate, act
in eonjunction and contract with the United States, State of
Califorrimeymunicipalities, and publiecdistricts of any kind, in
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the construction of any works for the econtrolling of flood or
storm waters in the agency, or for the protection of property,
watersheds, watercourses, hichways and life, or for the pur-
poses of conserving and transporting said waters for beneficial
use, and for the use, operation, management and ownership of
such works. The agency also may make and perform any
agreement with the United States, the State, any couhity,
municipality, district of any kind, public corporation, any oser-
son or any number of them for the joint acquisition, disyosi-
tion, or operation of any property or works of a kind which
might be acquired, disposed of, or operated by the agency.

Any county water distriet, water conservation distniet,
munieipality, flood control district, and any other distric; or
political subdivision of the State empowered by law to ap sro-
priate water and deliver water to users, shall have the povrer:
(a) To cooperate, act in conjunction and enter into contracts
with the agency for all the purposes for which the agency is
emipowered to ecooperate, act in eonjunction and contract with
such districts, municipalities, and political subdivisions; (b)
and to carry out the terms of such contracts.

Sec. 7. The board of supervisors of the county shall be, and
they are hereby designated as, and empowered to act as, ex officio
the board of directors of the Santa Barbara County Water
Ageney, and said board of directors is hereby authorized to
adopt reasonable rules and regulations to facilitate the exercise
of its powers and duties herein set forth. Each member of the
board of supervisors shall serve without additional compensa-
tion for acting as a member of said board of directors, exi:ept
such member shall be allowed his actual, necessary and reason-
able traveling expenses. The directors shall elect a chairrian,
who shall preside at all meetings of the board and in case ol his
absence or inability to act, the members present must, by an
order entered in their records, select one of their number to
act as chairman temporarily. Any member of the board may
administer oaths, when necessary in the performance of his
official duties. A majority of the members of the board shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and no act
of the board shall be valid or binding unless a majority o.’ all
members concur therein.

Sec. 7.1. No director of the agency shall in any manner be
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be awarded by the board of directors, or in the profits ty be
derived therefrom; and for any violation of this provision, sjuch
person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction
thereof, he shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five liun-
dred dollars ($500), or by imprisonment in the county ja'l of
the County of Santa Barbara for not exceeding six months, or
by both such fine and imprisonment, and such convietion shall
by operation of law work a forfeiture of his office ; provided that
this section shall not be construed to apply to any contract made
with a corporation for its general benefit where such a director
is a minority stockholder therein.
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Sec. 7.2. The county clerk, county assessor, county tax col-
lector, coanty cuditor, county treasurer, surveyor and distriet
attorney of the ccunty, (heir assistants, deputies, clerks and
employees, shall be ex officio such officers, assistants, deputies,
clerks anc employees respectively of the Santa Barbara County
Water Agency, and shall respectively perform, unless otherwise
providec by said board of directors, without additional compen-
sation the same various duties for the agency as for the county
m order to earry out the provisions of this act.

In the 2vent any of the aforementioned county offices is con-
solidated, enlaigec, abolisted or changed, the duties thereof
shall be performed for the agency by the holder of the office to
which such duties have been transferred as a result of such con-
solidation, enlargement, abolishment or change, and such latter
officer, his ceputies, clerks, employees and assistants, shall be
respectively ex officio such officer, deputies, clerks, employees
and assistants of the agency.

In addition to the officers and employees herein otherwise pre-
seribed, the board of directors may in their discretion appoint
such other officers, agents and employees (including county
officers, arents and employees) for said board or agency as in
their judcment may be deemed necessary, preseribe their duties
and fix iheir compensation, said officers, agents and employees
to hold tleir respective offices or positions during the pleasure
of said board, provided no county officer, agent or employee
shall receive additional ecompensation for acting as an agency
officer, agent or employee except his actual and necessary travel-
Ing expenses.

Sec. 8. All ordinances, resolutions and other legislative acts
for said ageney shall be adopted by the board of directors, and
certified to, recorded and published, in the same manner, except
as herein otherwise expressly provided, as are ordinances, reso-
lutions or other legislative acts for the county.

The initiative and referendum powers are hereby granted to
the electors of tlie agency to be exercised in relation to the enact-
ment or rejectment of ageney ordinances in accordance with the
procedure established by the laws of this State for the exercise
of such powers in relation to counties,

Sec. 8.1. {laims against the agency shall be prepared, pre-
sented, audited and allowed or disallowed in the same manner
and within the periods of time specified in the laws of the State
of California, now or hereinafter enacted, for the preparing.
preseuting, auditing, aud allowance or disallowance of claims
against counties.

SEC. 8.2. The legal title to all property acqaired under the
provisions of this act shall immediately and by operation of law
vest in the agency, and shall be held by the agency, in trust for,
anc is hereby dedicated and set apart to, the uses and purposes
set forth in this act. The boavd of directors is hereby author-
ized and cmpowered to hold, use, acquire, manage, ocecupy and
possess said property, as herein provided; and said board of
directorscmay Jetermine; byreselutienduly passed and entered
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in their minutes that any property, real or personal, held by the
agency 1s no longer necessary to be retained for the uses and
purposes thereof, and may thercafter sell or otherwise dispose
of said property, or lease the same, in the manner provided by
law for the disposition and sale of property of counties; pro-
vided that the title to real property, water rights or water works
shall not be conveyed or alienated exceept by a vote of the el zctors
at an election held for that purpose.
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Src. 8.3. All contracts for the construction of any unit of construction

work, except as hereinafter provided, estimated to cost in excess
of five thousand dollars ($5,000) shall be let to the lowest respon-
sible bidder in the manner hereinafter provided. The board of
directors of the agency shall advertise by three (3) insertions
in a daily newspaper of general circulation or two (2) inser-
tions in a weekly newspaper of general eireulation published in
the agency invitinge sealed proposals for the construction )f the
work before anv contract shall be made therefor, and may let
by contract separately any part of said work. The board shall
require the successful bidder to file with the board good and
sufficient bonds to be approved by the board conditioned upon
the faithful performance of the contract and upon the pa;rment
of the claims for labor and material in connection therewith,
such bonds to contain the terms and conditions set forth in
Chapter 3 of Division 5 of Title 1 of the Government Code and
to he subject to the provisions of that chapter. The boarc shall
also have the right to reject any and all bids, in which case the
board may advertise for new bids. In the event no prooosals
are received pursuant to advertisement therefor, or whe-e the
estimated cost of such work does not exceed the sum of five
thousand dollars ($5,000) or the work consists of emergency
work necessary in order to protect life and property, the board
of directors by unanimous vote of all members preseni. may
without advertising for bids therefor have said work done by
force account. The agency shall bave the power to purchase in
the open market without advertisement for bids thereof, mate-
rials and supplies for use in any work therewith either ander
contract or by force account.

The provisions of this section shall have no application to a
contract entered into with the United States under the author-
ity of Section 6, or to a contract authorized by a vote of the
electorate of the agency.

contracts

SFc. 9. The ageney shall not incur any indebtedness or Incuring

liability in any manner or for any purposes exceeding i1 any
vear the income and revenue provided for such vear, ani any
indebtedness or liability incurred in violation of this seetion
shall be absolutely void and unenforceable; provided, that this
section shall have no application to debts or liahilities incurred
pursuant to the provisions of this act authorizing the issuance
of bonds, the levying of special assessments, the execution of
contracts with the United States nor to the incurring of any
indebtedness or liability authorized by a vote of the electars of
the agency at an election held for such purpose.

mdebtedness
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Szo. 9.1. The aggregate of agency indebtedness incurred
pursuant to the provisions of this act authorizing the issnance
of beads, the levying of special assessments and the execution
of contraets, shall not execed a sum equal fo: (1) That amount
which can be repaid and liquidated as to both principal and
intersst in aot to exceed forty (40) years by an annual tax at
the rate of fifteen cents ($0.15) on each one hundred dollars
($100) of the assessed valuation of all property in the agency
taxable for agency purposes, measured by the assessment woll
last equalized prior to the incurring of such indebtedness; plus
(2) the amount of all capital obligations underwritten by mem-
ber units of the agency.

Sce. 10. The agency shall have the power as provided in
this act to cause taxes to be levied for the purpose of paying
eny obligat'on of the ageicy and fo acecomplish the purposes of
the agency and of this act.

Sec. 10.1. If from any cause, the ~evenues of the agency
shall be, or in the judgme:t of the board of directors are likely
to be, inadequate to pay tie expenses, costs, liabilities and
indebtedness of the agency, the board of directors of the agency
shall have :he power, in any year to levy an ad valorem tax
upon all taxable property in the agency to pay the costs and
expenses of szid agency and to carry out any of the objects,
pnrposes or powers of tais aet; provided, however, that the
ageregate taxes or assessmerts levied under this act for any
onte fiseal vear shall not 2xcced fifteen cents ($0.15) on each
ene hundred dollars ($190) of the assessed valuation of the
taxahble properiy in the agency, exclusive of ary tax levied to
meet the bonded indebtedness of the agency and the interest
thereon duly authorized by a vote of the electors of the agency,
and exclusive of any special assessment levied to meet any
indebtedness or contractual liability duly authorized by vote
of the electors of the agency, and exclusive of any tax levied
tor the payment of any portion of any indebtedress represented
hy capital obligations underwritten by member units.

Said taxes shall be levied and collected togetaer with, and
not separately from, taxes for county purposes, and the revenue
derived from saic. taxes shall be paid into the ecounty treasury
to the eredit of the ageney, and the board of directors shall have
the power to control and order the expenditure thereof for said
purposes.

Sre. 10.2. The agency shall have the power to expend as
contributions in aid of construction or of payment, of the cost
nf works a’'l or any part of the revenues derived from taxes
levied pursuant to Section 10.1, and the agency shall expend
not Jess than two-thirds of the revenues so derived for the pur-
poses and ia the manner provided in this section.

Such contributions in aid of construection or of payment of
the cost of works shall be in proportion to and for the same
purposes as payments made in the same year by each member
unit in amortization of a portion of the cost of sueh works,
unless, by a resolution adopted by a vote of four-fifths (#) of
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the members of the board of directors, said board shall Jeter-
mine that facts exist which make a different allocation prefer-
able in the best interests of the agency.

Sec. 10.3. The agency shall have the power to levy a special
ad valorem tax on all the taxable property in any membe - unit
whenever any such member unit is delinquent in any pament
due the agency by such member unit under any contract eritered
into by them. Such tax shall be levied only at a rate sufiicient
to raise an amount equal to the amount delinquent. Such tax
shall be levied and collected at the same time and in the same
manner as general agency taxes, and shall be paid inio the
county treasury to the account of the ageney and shall be used
only to reduce the liability of such delinquent member unit.

No property in any portion of the ageney, other than taat in
the delinquent member unit, shall be liable for or taxed to pay
for such delinquency.

Sec. 10.4. The provisions of law of this State, prescribing
the priority, time aud manner of levying. assessing, equalizing
and collecting county property taxes, including the sale of prop-
erty for delinquency, and the redemption from such sale, and
the duties of the several county officers with respect therety, are,
so far as they are applicable, and not in conflict with the specific
provisions of this act, hereby adopted for the agency and made
a part hereof. Such officers shall be liable upon their s:veral
official bonds for the faithful discharee of the duties imposed
upon them by this act.

SEc. 11. The agency shall have the power as provided in
this act to borrow money and incur indebtedness and to issue
bonds or other evidence of such indebteduness; also to refund or
retire any indebtedness or lien that may exist against the ageney
or property thereof.
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SeEc. 11.1. (1) Whenever the board of directors shall deter- Bonds

niine that a bonded indebtedness should be ineurred to pay all
or any part of the cost of acquisition or construction of any
works for any of the purposes of the agency, the said board may
by resolution determine and declare the respective amounts of
bonds in order to raise the amount of money necessary fo: such
work and the denomination and rate of inlerest of said honds,
and said resolution shall generally describe said work. Said
board shall cause a copy of said resolution, duly certified by the
clerk, to be filed for record in the office of the Recorder of Santa
Barbara County within five (3) days after its passage. From
and after said filing, the said board shall be deemed vested with
the authority to proceed with said bond election.

(2) Thereafter, the board of directors may call a special elec-
tion at which shall be submitted to the qualified electors »f the
agency the question whether or not bonds shall be issued in the
amount or amounts determined in said resolution and for the
purpose or purposes therein stated.

(3) Said board of directors shall call such special election by
ordinance and not otherwise and submit to the qualified electors
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o the ageney the proposition of ineurring a bonded indebted-
ness in the agency in the amount and for the purposes stated
in said resclution and shall recite therein the object and pur-
poses for which the indebtedness is proposed to be incurred;
provided tl:at it shall be sufficient to give a brief, general
description of such objects and purposes, and refer to the reso-
lution adop ed by the board of directors, and on file for particu-
lars; and said ordinances shall also state the estimated cost of
the proposed work, the amount of the principal of the indebted-
ness to be incurred therefor and the rate of interest thereon,
and what part of such indebtedness shall be paid each and every
year, which shall ke not less than one-fortieth (1/40) of the
whole amount of such prinecipal indebtedness, and the propor-
tion or part of such indebtedness to be underwritten by each
member unit, and shall fix the date on which such special elee-
tion shall be held, and the form and contents of the ballot to be
used. The rate of interest to be paid on such indebtedness shall
not exceed six per cent (6% ) per annum. Nor the purposes of
said election, the boara of directors shall in said ordinance estab-
lish election precinets within the boundaries of the ageney and
may form election precinets by conseliclating the precinets estab-
lishec. for gencral election precinets i the agency.

In all paiticulars not recited in said ordinance, such election
shall be held as nearly as practicable in conformity with the
general election laws of the State.

(4) Said beard of directors shall cause a plan or plans to
be prepared covering a general description of the work to be
done, which said plan shall show the location of the proposad
works and shall cause the said plan to be posted in a prominent
place in the county courthouse for public inspection for at
least thirty (30) days before the date fixed for such election.

() Said ordinance calling for such election shall prior to
the date set for such election, be published in a newspaper of
general cireculation published in the agency for three consecu-
tive times if published in a daily newspaper of general circula-
tion published 11 the agency, or two times if published in a
weekly newspaper of general circulation published in the
agency ; the last publication of such ordinance must be at least
fourteen (1+4) days before said election, and if there be no such
newspaper, then such ordinance shall be posted in five public
places in the agency for at least thirty (30) days before the
date fixed for such election. No other notice of such election
need be given.

Any defect or irregularity in the proceedings prior to the
calling of such election shall not affect the validity of the bonds.
If at such eection two-thirds (%) of the votes cest are in favor
of incurring such bonded indebtedness, then bonds of the
agency for the amount stated in such proceedings shall be issued
and sold as in this act provided.

SEC. 11.2, Whenever bonds have been authorized by the
agency and the proceeds of the sale thereof have been expended
as in this zet authorized|-and thevboardoof directors shall by
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resolution determine that additional bonds shall be issued for
carrying out any of the purposes of this act, said board of direc-
tors may again proceed as in this act provided, and issue
bonds pursuant to Seetion 11.4, or if said section is not appli-
cable, submit to the qualified voters of the ageney the question
of issuing additional bonds in the same manner and with like
procedure as in this act provided, and all the provisions of this
act for the issuing and sale of such bonds, and for the expendi-
ture of the proceeds thereof, shall be deemed to apply to such
issue of additional bonds.

Sec. 11.3.  (a) The board of directors may by resolution
submit to the electors of the agency, a proposition for the issu-
ance of new bonds for the purpose of refunding any or all of
the bonds outstanding voted by such electors, which proposition
may be voted on at any general or special election. The pro-
cedure upon such eleection shall be in accordance, so fa: as
applicable, with the procedure upon an original issue of bonds,
and the favorable vote of a majority of the electors voting upon
the proposition shall be sufficient to authorize the issuauncs of
refunding bonds. Such refunding bonds shall not bear a
higher rate of interest than the bonds to be refunded and .nay
be issued and sold in the manner and form prescribed for an
orieinal issue of bonds and may, if the holders of bonds o? an
original issue and board of directors so agree, be excharged
for such original bonds, provided that the face value of the
refunding bonds so exchanged shall not exceed the face vilue
of the original bonds. The board of directors may raise money
to pay prineipal and interest of such refunding bonds in the
same manner as prescribed for the payment of bonds of an
original issue.

(b) When original bonds are issued by the board of directors
without a vote of the electors, the board of directors may issue
refunding bonds without calling an election for that purpose.
The provisions of subsection (a) hereof (except in regarl to
elections) shall apply to such refunding bonds issued by the
board of directors.

Sec. 11.4. In the event the board of directors shall doter-
mine by a resolution duly adopted by a four-fifths (%) vote
of the members of said board that a bonded indebtedness to pay
the cost of aequisition or construction of any works for any of
the purposes of the agency or for refunding any outstanding
bonds should be incurred and can be repaid and liquidated as
to both principal and interest from revenues derived from texes
levied pursuant to Section 10.1 and from payments required to
be made to the agency by member units pursnant to written con-
tracts providing for the payment currently of whatever amounts
may be necessary to amortize the portion of said cost under-
written by said member units, said board shall be vested with
the authority to issue bonds of the agency in such amourt as
can be so repaid and liquidated. Thereafter the board of direc-
tors may issue bonds without the necessity of an election, sub-
ject to all applicable provisions.of this.actpertaining to bonds

LDy
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and bonded indebtedness, except provisions requiring author-
ization ¢f bonded indebtedness by an slection,

Bonds'Torm  See. l1.4a. The board of directors shall, subject to the pro-
visions of this act, prescribe by resolution the form of said bonds,
and of %he interest coupons attached thereto. Said bonds shall
be »payablz annually or semiannually at the diseretion of the
board each and every year on a day and date, and at a place to
be fixed by said board, and designated in sucl: bonds, together
with the interest on all sums unpaid on such date until the whole
of said indebtedness shall have been paid.

The bonds shall be issued in suck denomination as the said
boazd of directors may determie, except that no bonds shall be
of a less denomination than one hundred dollars ($100), nor of
a greater denomination than one thousand dollars ($1,000),
and said bonds shall be signed by the chairman of the board of
directors, and countersigned by the auditor of the county, and
the seal of the agency shall be affixed thereto. The interest
coupons of said bonds shall be numbered consecutively and
signed by the auditor of the county by his engraved or litho-
graphed signature. In case of any such officer whose signa-
tures or countersignatures appear on the bonds or coupons shall
cease to be such officer before the delivery of such bouds to the
purchaser, such signatures or countersignatures shall neverthe-
less be valid and sufficient for all purposes the same as if such
officer had remained in office until the delivery of the bonds.

Same- SEc. 11.5.  Any bonds, original or refunding, issued by the

E;;}L,::g:‘im agency, may be made callable by resolution of the board of
directors ¢ dopted at or prior to the time of issuing such bonds
and providing for the calling and redemption of such bonds, in
numerical order, or by lot. on any interest payment date prior
to their fixed maturity, at not exceeding the par value thereof
and acerued interest. If any such bonds are so made callable,
a statement to that effect shall be set forth on the face of the
bond. Notice of any such redemption shall be published once
a week for three successive weeks in a newspaper of general
circulation printed and published within the agency. The first
publication of such notice shall be not less than 30 nor more than
90 days prior to the date fixed for such redemption. After the
date fixed for such redemption, if the agency shall have pro-
vided funds available for payment of the principal and interest
of the bonds so called, interest on such bonds shall thereafter
cease.

Bond, SEc. 11.6. The board of directors may issue and sell the

Sale.ele honds of such agency authorized as hereinbefore provided at
not less than ninety-five per cent (95% ) par value, and the pro-
ceeds of the sale of such bonds shall be placed in the treasury
of the county to the credit of the agency for the uses and pur-
poses of the said bonds; and the proper record of such transac-
tions shall be placed upon the books of the county treasurer, and
said funds shall be applied exclusively to the purposes and
objects for which such bonds were issued, subject to the pro-
visions incthis aet eontained. nRayments.from said funds shall
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be made upon demands prepaved, presented, allowed and
audited in the same manner as demands upon the funds o. the
county.

Said bonds shall be sold at a public sale to the highest biclder,
after notice of such sale has been given by publication at least
two times in a newspaper of general circulation published in
the agency at least one week prior to such sale and after such
other notice as the board of directors may deem proper.

The manner of making, submitting and opening bids and
conducting such sale and the terms thereof shall be determined
by the board of directors. The said board is hereby giver the
right to reject any and all bids which in the judgment of said
board are too low to be in the best interests of the ageney.

Skc. 11.7.  Any bonds issued under the provisiéns of this act Payment
and the interest on such bonds if no other funds are avai able **™*
shall be paid by revenue derived from the tax authorized by
Section 11.9 and all the taxable property within the ag:ney
shall be and remain liable to be taxed for such payments as in
this act provided until such bonds and the interest are fully
paid or the liability therefor legally discharged.

The accrued liability due on the bonds of any issue shall 2ave
preference in payment over the acerued liability due on the
bonds of any subsequent issue.

Sec. 11 8. The repeal or amendment of this act, or the dis- Repeal of
solution of the agency created by thls act, shall not in any way Effect on
affect or release any of the property in the agency from its, lia- Indebtedness
bility on or from the ohlizations of any outstanding boncs or
mdebtedness or eontracts for which such property is in any way
seeurity until all such bonds and outstanding indebtedness and
confracts have been fully paid or discharged.

Sec. 11.9. The board of directors shall levy a tax or assess- Annual tax
ment each year upon all the taxable property in the ag:ncy
sufficient to pay such portion of the interest for that year upon
bonds issued by the agency, and such portion of the principal
thereof as 1s to become due before the time for making the next
aeneral tax levy as cannot be paid from revenue due the ag:ney
from member nnits pursuant to written contracts providing for
the payment currently of whatever amounts may be necessary
to amortize the portion of the cost underwritten by said mem-
her units of works financed by said bonds. Such tax shall be
levied and collected together with and not separately irom
taxes for county purposes, when collected shall be paid inta the
countyv treasury of the county to the credit of the agency, and
be used for the payment of the principal and interest on said
bonds, and for no other purpose. The principal and interest
on said bonds shall be paid by the treasurer of the county in
the manner provided by law for the payment of prineipal and
interest on bonds of said county.

Sec. 11.10. The agency may bring at any time after the Procedue
authorization of bonds or the levy of any special assessment oT sy of
after the execution of any contract an action in the Superior Ponds ete.
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Court of {he State of California i1 and for the County of Santa
Barbare {o determine the validity of the bonds or of the levy
or of tae contract. The action is in rem. Jarisdiction of all
parties interested may be had by publication of summons for
at least once a weex for tiree wesks in a newspaper of general
circulatio published in the agency and designated by the court
in whick. the proceedings are pending. Jurisdiction 1s complete
10 days zfter the completion of the publication of summons.
DBefore “le expiration of the 30 days after jurisdiction is
acquired any person interested may appear and contest the
val:dity of the bonds or assessment or the contract. If no pro-
ceelings have deen brought by the ageney pursuant to this see-
tion, any agency assessment or taxpayer may at any time
within 30 days after the levy of any assessment or authorization
of any bonds o1 execution of such contract bring an action in
the said superior eourt to determine the validity of the assess-
ment or bonds or contrect. The agency shall be a defendant.
If more (han one action is pending at the same time concerning
similar contests provided for in this section, thev shall be con-
solidatec and tried together. The rules of pleading and prac-
tice not inconsistent with the provisions of this section are
applicable to all actions or proceedings provided for by this
section. In a contest provided for by this section, the court
shall disragard any irrsgularity or omission which does not
affect the substantial rights of the parties. 'Tle judgment shall
declare tLe bonds or levy or contract either valid or invalid.
The costs of any hearing or contest may be allowed and appor-
tioned batween the parties or taxed to the losing party in the
discretion of the court. Any party may appeal at any time
within 30 days after the entry of tiie judgment. No contest of
any thing or matter herein provided shall be made other than in
the time and manner in this section provided. In any such
action all findings of faet or conclusions of the board upon all
matters shall be conclusive unless the action was instituted
within six months after the finding or conclusion was made.
See. 11.11.  Any works for which bonds or contraets or
special assessments are anthorized tnder the provisions of this
act shall be made in conformity with the report. plans and
specifications theretofore adopted, as above speeified, unless the
doing of any such work described in said report shall be pro-
hibited by law, or any incidental part of such work be rendered
contrary 1o the best interests of the agency by some change of
conditions in relation thereto, in which event the board of
directors by a four-fifths (£) vote may order necessary inciden-
tal changes made 1n sucl proposed work or improvements and
may cause any plans and specifications to be made and adopted
herefor. In no event shall changes be made from such original
plans, reports and specifications which would have any material
effect on he purpose for which such works were intended or
which would materially affect any obligations of or benefts to
any member anit,
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Sec. 11.12. The bonds of the agency shall be legal invest- Bonds are
ments for all trust funds, and for the funds of all instrancel®
companies, banks, both commercial and savings, and trust
companies, for the State School funds, and wheneve* any
money or funds may by law now or hereafter enactzd be
invested in bonds of cities, cities and counties, counties, school
distriets or municipalities in the State of California, such money
or funds may be invested in said bonds of the agency, issued in
accordance with the provisions of this act, and whenever bonds
of cities, cities and cqunties, counties, school dlstrlct or muni-
cipalities, may by law now or hereafter enacted be used as
security for the performance of any act, such bonds of the
agency may be so used.

This section of this act is intended to be and shall be con-
sidered the latest enactment with respect to the matters herein
contained, and any and all acts or parts of acts in confliet here-
with are her eby repealed.

Src. 11.13.  All bonds issued by the agency under th2 pro- Bonds tax
visions of this act shall be free and exempt from all taxation ™™
within the State of California. It is hereby declared that the
Santa Barbara County Water Agency is a district, including
a reclamation and irrigation district, within the meaning of
Section 1§ of Article XTIT and Section 13 of Article X1 »f the
Constitution of the State of California.,

Sec. 11.14.  Should a proposition for issuing bonds subinitted Fature of
at any election under this act fail to receive the requisite num- :L‘;?r‘[?{; e
her of votes of the qualified electors voting at such election to Pond»sue
incur the indebtedness for the purpose specified, the bourd of
directors of the agency shall not for six months after snch elec-
tion call or order another election in the agencey for incurring
indebtedness and issuing bonds under the terms of this aet,
cither for the same objects and purposes, or for any of the
nbjects and purposes of this act.

SeEc. 12, The agency shall have the power as proviced in specal
this act to levy special assessments for the purpose of paying 2@¢ments
any obligation of the agency or to accomplish any of the pur-
poses of the agency.

Ste. 121, Whenever the board of dircctors shall determine Same
by resolution that facts exist which make a special assessment
preferable in the best mterests of the agency to incurring a
honded indebtedness for paying all or any part of the cost of
any work or for carrying out any contract for any purpose of
the agency, the board of directors may levy special assessments
as hereinafter provided. The facts making such a special
assessment preferable to a bonded indebtedness shall be stated
in the resolution. Such special assessments shall be payable
in equal annual installments over a period of not to exceed
forty (40) years, and shall be levied only after being duly
authorized by a two-thirds (2) majority of the votes cast by
the qualified electors of the ageney voting at an eleetion held
for that purpose.
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Except as in this section otherwise provided, the procedure
and requirements of this act for notices and elections for issu-
ance of ageney bonds shall apply with like effect to special
assessments leviad hereuncer. If sueh special assessments are
to be levied in arnual installments, the ballot shall specify the
number of such installments.

The funds raised by said special assessments shall be placed
in the treasury of the county to the credit of the agency and
said funds shall be applied exclusively to the purposes and
objects mentioned in the ordinance calling such special assess-
ment election. Payments from said fund shall he made uoon
demends prepared, presented, allowed and audited in the same
manner as demands upon the funds of the county.

The provisions of this aet relative to taxes for the payments
of hends and the liability of property for the payment of such
taxes shall apply with like effect to payment of special assess-
ments levied hereunder, and to the liability of property for the
pavment of such special assessments,

Src. 13. The rights of way, ditches, flumes, pipe lines and
other eonduits, drains, water, water rights, reservoirs, dams,
franchises, works and all other property used for the purposes
of the agency and belonging to it shall not be taxed nor assessed
for State, county, municipal or any district purposes.

Sec. 14,  The establishment of the agency or anything in this
act eontained shall not affect, restriet nor supersede the exist-
ence, property. right or power of any munieipality, public dis-
trict or pudlic agency now or hereafter established in or par-
tiallv within the limits of the agency for the purpose or pur-
poses in whole or part of flood control or for the purpose or
purposes in waole or part of reclamation, conservation, storage,
distribution, sale, use or development of water. The Legisla-
ture because of conditions special to the county hereby expressly
declares its intent to permit within the limits of the Santa Bar-
bara County Water Agency the existence of more than one dis-
triet and/cr municipality having similar powers over similar
territory in regard to flood control, reclamation, water con-
servation, storage, disfribution, sale. use and development.

SEc. 15. The formation of the amency or the enactment of
his aet shall not impair the vested right of any person, associa-
tion, corporation, municipality or public district in or to water
or the use thereof.

Sec. 16, The agency in order to determine the legality of its
existence, i1 addition to any other remedy it may have for that
purpose, may institufe a proceeding therefor in the Superior
Court of the State of California in and for the County of Santa
Barbara, by filing a complaint setting forth the name of the
agency, its exterior boundaries, the date of its organization and
a prayver that it be adjudged a legal district formed under this
act. The summons in such proceeding shall be served by pub-
lishing a copy thereof once a week for four sucecessive weeks in
some newspaper of general circulation published in said agency.
Within 30 days after the last publication of said summons shall
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have been completed, any property owner or resident or regis-
tered voter in said agency, or any person interested may appear
and answer said complaint, in which case said answer shall set
forth the facta relied upon to show the invalidity of the agency
and shall be filed in such proceeding. If an answer be filed,
the court shall proceed as in other civil cases. Such proceed-
ing is hereby declared to be a proceeding in rem and the judg-
ment rendered therein shall be eonclusive against all persons
whomsoever and against the State of California. Appeals may
be taken from said judgment in the same manner as in >ther
civil cases. The procedure provided by this section shell be
cumulative and not exclusive.

Sec. 16.5. The ageney may be dissolved in the manner pro-
vided for the dissolution of distriets by Chapter II of Division
IV of the Distriet Organization Act, and the agency shull be
considered a distriet within the meamno of all the provisions
of such chapter.

Ste. 17, The Legislature hereby finds that water prohlems
in the county require eounty-wide water conservation, develop-
ment of water resources and flood control; that these prob]ems
are not general or state-wide; that the county for many years
has had made investigations and engineering surveys of the
county’s water resources by private, public and United States
engineers; that county water districts, municipalities, and
water conservation districts now exist within portions c¢f the
connty, have acquired property and works, developed a linited
water supply, and have incurred indebtedness, but have been
and are unable alone to economically develop an adequate water
supply; that to adequately and feasibly conserve the water
supply and control the floods of said county, it is necessery to
have a political entity coextensive with the geographical limits
of the entire county; that the geographyv of the county is such
that there are numerous noncontiguous watersheds thereir, and
that the county can not be supplied with water from a coimnmon
source or by a common system of works; investigation having
shown conditions in said county to be peculiar to it, it is hereby
declared that a general law can not be made applicable to said
county and that the enactment of this special law is necessary
for the conservation, development, control and use of said water
for the public good and for the protection of life and praoperty
therein.

Sec. 18. In case any seetion or sections, or part of any sec-
tion, of this act, shall be found to be unconstitutional or invalid,
for anv reason, the remainder of the act shall not thereby be
invalidated, but shall remain in full foree and effect.

Sec. 19. This act may be designated and referred to as ‘‘The
Santa Barbara County Water Agency Act,”’ and any reference
thereto by such designation shall be sufficient for all purposes.
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